
JOSEPH VICTOR DESOUSA 
August 19, 1932 ~ April 5, 2013 

Psalm. 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills 

Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

The Maker of heaven and earth. 

The Lord will watch over your coming and going 

Both now andforevermore. 



Bom in Binghamton, New York to Joaquin Almeida DeSousa of 
Portugal and Amalia Spinelli of Italy, Joe was raised as part of a large 
family and his love for his mom, dad, sister and many brothers would 
imbue his entire life. He loved learning and excelled at school. He 
graduated from Binghamton Central High and began his college 
education at Brown University. 

From 1954 - 1957, Joe was proud to serve in the US Army. He held 
various positions in command, administration and in fixed station radio 
while he was stationed in New Jersey, Arizona and Puerto Rico. While 
stationed at Fort Huachuca in Arizona he fell in love with the West and 
resolved to move there one day. 

Immediately after receiving an honorable discharge from the Army, he 
married Patricia Ann Flood on September 14,1957 at St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Binghamton, NY. Pat and Joe had three children. 
Sue Ellen Sadar of Hygiene, CO, Joseph Victor DeSousa (Jr) of 
Boulder, CO and Daniel Eugene DeSousa of Chula Vista, CA. 

Beginning in 1957 he worked for IBM as a technician, computer 
programmer, manager and systems analyst. He and Pat jumped at the 
chance to move to Boulder when IBM opened its new plant and offered 
him a position here in 1965. Being far from much of their families, they 
created a new “Colorado family” of many close friends. They took their 
children on trips and camping adventures across the west every 
summer. Joe made a point of stopping to read every roadside history 
marker, much to the chagrin of his children although they now find 
themselves doing exactly the same thing. He also had a passion for 
skiing, running, cycling, hiking and gardening. Joe was a Boy Scout 
leader for his sons’ troop for many years as well. 

After Pat’s death from cancer on January 19,1983, Joe met Karen Ann 
Kulesh while sailing on the Caribbean Sea. Although she lived far from 
Boulder, in Reading, Pennsylvania, their relationship blossomed and 
they were married on January 4,1985 at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Haddon Heights, New Jersey. Through this marriage, Joe was 
blessed with two more children: Gregory Scott Peterson of Annandale, 
VA and Melissa Nevins Peterson of Edgewater, CO. So happy to 
weave together an even larger family he set out anew on the same sorts 
of adventures with Karen, Greg and Melissa that he had shared with his 
first wife and older children. 

After retiring from IBM in 1991, Joe went back to school, first to 
complete a degree in Business Administration from Regis University in 
Denver in 1992, and then to teach computer programming at Metro 
State College. 



Baptized into the Catholic faith at Saint Mary of the Assumption in 
Binghamton on August 13, 1933, Joe lived his life as a deeply Christian 
man. He enjoyed volunteering in just about every capacity at 
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church in Boulder where he was a member for 
27 years. 

Even at 80, Joe walked five miles a day and stayed extremely fit. He 
spent much of his retirement hiking trails through the mountains of 
Colorado that he loved so much. He was constantly gardening and 
regularly dug up his yard just for the joy of getting to start afresh. If he 
could have a perfect day it would be to hike in the morning, work in the 
garden in the afternoon and have family and friends over for dinner. He 
made a mean marinara sauce and an Italian salad dressing that his kids 
have never been able to replicate, try though they might. 

He never stopped researching and learning. He pursued his family’s 
genealogy with zest and was eager to help others trace their own family 
tree. Friends and relatives enjoyed his intelligent and interesting 
company. Alas, the History Channel has lost one of its most avid fans. 

And above all, Joe loved caring for and being a part of his large 
extended family. He was always there for his family and always 
wanting to help. He made a point of visiting and attending events for all 
of his children and grandchildren, even if it meant driving or flying 
across half the continent. He was a generous and loving husband, father 
and grandfather. 

Joe is predeceased by his mother Amalia (Jan 1940), his father Joaquin 
(Aug 1981), his half sister Angeline Gaeta Bevalaqua (June 1993), two 
half brothers Anthony Gaeta (Nov 2000) and Ernest Francis Gaeta 
(August 2002), a brother Joaquin (Nov 1930) and his first wife Patricia. 

Joe is survived by his wife, Karen, all five of his children, his brother 
Manuel R DeSousa of Longmont, his half-brother Francis Gaeta of 
Muskegon, MI, and 8 grandchildren: Alex Press of Champaign, IL, 
Tyler Sadar of Hygiene, Keri Sadar of Frederick, Dalton DeSousa of 
San Diego, CA, Celia DeSousa of Boulder, Siena DeSousa of Boulder, 
Margaret Peterson Crim of Annandale, VA and Zimri Newton of 
Edgewater. 

A memorial service will be held for Joe at 10 am on Saturday, April 13 
at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 2425 Colorado Avenue, Boulder. In 
lieu of flowers, please make a contribution in Joe’s name to St. Aidan’s, 
the Humane Society, or a charity of your choice. 


